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1. Jesus is the True Source and Giver of Peace
a. His Rule

· “A child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; His name will be called… Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 
·  May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. I Thessalonians 5:23
b. His Gift 

· "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful…  John 14:27
c. His Presence

· “On the first day of the week… when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came & stood in their midst & said to them, "Peace be with you."  John 20:19-20
· I will make a covenant of peace with them… I will put my sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.'" Ezekiel 37: 26-28
d. His Cross

· “…the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. Isaiah 53:5 
· “…through Christ to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross” Col. 1:20
· “…Having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1
2. Jesus is Worthy of Being Loved Above All Else... Even Peace 
· "Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I came to set a man against his father, & a daughter against her mother, & a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; & a man's enemies will be the members of his household. "Matthew 10:32-33
3. Peace is a Fruit of Trust in and Obedience to Christ
· “The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life & peace.” Romans 8:6
· “The fruit of the Spirit is…peace…” Galatians 5:22-23 

· “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer & supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God; & the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts & your minds in Christ Jesus. Phil. 4:6-7
4. Blessed are the Peacemakers

· “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” Romans 16:20
·  “…We pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.” Romans 14:19
· Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." John 20:21-23  

· “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace & brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation, & says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" Isaiah 52:7
· “As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.” Ephesians 6:15

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much 

Seek to be consoled as to console;
To be understood, as to understand;
To be loved, as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

St. Francis of Assisi - 13th century

1. “Peace” in my Teenage Years: NOT
2. But: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. II Cor. 5:17
a.  “Old things” includes Old Concepts & Word Meanings!

b.  = New: 

1. “Hope” 
> 
JESUS’ Return

2. “Love”  
> 
JESUS’ Sacrifice

3. “Faith”  
>
IN JESUS
3. What About “PEACE”?


4. Isaiah spoke of “Peace Like a River”?

a.  It Is!

b.  Banks are Wide  / Great Depth / Runs > Eternity

c.  Water > Accessible, Clear, Pure & Sweet!

5. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”
6. Today: 

a.  1st Examine this River… as We do, Let us enter/immerse
b.  2nd How we can bring others to the River (Peacemaker)
7. Let us examine… enter… & immerse ourselves!

a.  Where shall we go to find this River?
1. The Scriptures… prayerfully
2.  The Heart of God… with our Minds & Hearts open… PRAY
b. What shall we do when we get there?

1.  “Call unto Me & I will tell you great & mighty things you know not of!” Jer. 33:3

2. “The word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. Hebrews 4:2  
8. INSERT

1. Jesus is the True Source and Giver of Peace
a. His Rule
1. “A child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; His name will be called… Prince of Peace.” Isa. 9:6
2. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through & through. I Thess. 5:23
· “Blessed are the Pure in Heart 4 they shall see God” = PEACE!
·  Our Hearts know peace only when all parts: not divided & at war, but 1
b. His Gift 

· "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful…  John 14:27
c. His Presence
1. “On the first day of the week… when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came & stood in their midst & said to them, "Peace be with you."  He still does! John 20:19-20
2. I will make a covenant of peace with them… I will put my sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.'" Ezek. 37: 26-28
d. His Cross > Peace With God (1st base)  DO U HAVE IT? ENTER
1. “…the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. Isa. 53:5 
2. “Through Christ to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross” Col. 1:19-20
3. “…Having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom. 5:1
2. Jesus Must be Loved Above All… Even Peace 
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I came to set a man against his father, & a daughter against her mother, & a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; & a man's enemies will be the members of his household. "Mat. 10:32-33  (Blessed R Persecuted)
Will U ENTER??
3. Peace is a fruit of Trust in and Obedience to Christ
1. “The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life & peace.” Rom. 8:6
2. “The fruit of the Spirit is…peace…” Galatians 5:22-23 

3. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer & supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God; & the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts & your minds in Christ Jesus. Phil. 4:6-7 Will U ENTER?? > PRAY
4.  “Blessed are the Peacemakers”
= How we can bring others to the River (Peacemaker)

1. “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” Rom. 16:20
a. Peace never comes by appeasing/ compromising with evil
b. Peace Comes When God defeats the work of Satan thru us.

c. "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.” Rev. 12:11
2.  “…We pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.” Rom. 14:19  > Words / Argument
“Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.” Eph. 4:29

“Love seeks not its own way…” I Cor. 13
3. Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." Jn. 20:21-23  

· To be a Peacemaker is to be God-like. So, = “Called Sons of God.” 
4. “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace & brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation, & says to Zion, "Your God Reigns!" Isa. 52:7
· Written to Judah @ 250 Years Before Exile, for those in Exile!
· = God Foreknows!

· Exile = As Bad as it Gets! (Their Main Street, Wall Street & Home Street destroyed by Babylonians!) > Now Living on Babylon Street!)
· Your God Reigns > PEACE!
5. “As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.” Eph. 6:15
· Ultimate example of Peacemaking… of 
· “The God of Peace, Crushing Satan under your Feet.”

·  = THE River… The ONLY River… Where Another can Find Peace

· Peace WITH God… And then, the Peace OF God

6. “Will U ENTER??  And will YOU be a Peace MAKER, bringing others to the River? > PRAY
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. st. francis of assisi - 13th century
ii. Numbers 6:22-26 “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, 'Thus you shall bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace.’
Numbers 6:22-26 “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, 'Thus you shall bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace.’”  

Isaiah 9:6-7  “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace.”

Isaiah 52:7   7 How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces peace And brings good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"

Jeremiah 6:13-14 13 "For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for gain, And from the prophet even to the priest everyone deals falsely.  14 "They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, 'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace.

Ezek. 37:24-27 “My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall follow my ordinances and be careful to observe my statutes. 25 They shall live in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, in which your ancestors lived; they and their children and their children's children shall live there forever; and my servant David shall be their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will bless them and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary among them forevermore.
Luke 2:13-14  13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

Matthew 10:32-34 "Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. "For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's enemies will be the members of his household. "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
Luke 19:41-44 “When Jesus approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. "For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, & surround you and hem you in on every side, and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation."

John 14:27; 16:33 "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful… "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."

John 20:19-26: “So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with you."  And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you."  …After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you."
Rom. 5:1”Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Rom. 12:18 “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.”

Romans 14:17 “The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 14:19 “…We pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.”

Romans 16:20   20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 
I Cor. 14:33 “God is not a God of confusion but of peace…”
Galatians 5:22-23  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

Ephesians 2:14-17 “For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near;

Eph. 6:15 “As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.”
Phil. 4:6-9 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
Colossians 1:19-20 “It was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross…”
Colossians 3:15  “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”
Hebrews 12:14 “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.”

James 3:17 “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.”
Revelation 6:4  4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword was given to him.”
 Jesus' concern in this beatitude is not with the peaceful but with the peacemakers. Peace is of constant concern in both testaments (e.g., Prov 15:1; Isa 52:7; Luke 24:36; Rom 10:15; 12:18; 1Cor 7:15; Eph 2:11-22; Heb 12:14; 1 Peter 3:11). But as some of these and other passages show, the making of peace can itself have messianic overtones. The Promised Son is called the "Prince of Peace" (Isa 9:6-7); and Isaiah 52:7--"How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, `Your God reigns!'"--linking as it does peace, salvation, and God's reign, was interpreted messianically in the Judaism of Jesus' day.

    Jesus does not limit the peacemaking to only one kind, and neither will his disciples. In the light of the gospel, Jesus himself is the supreme peacemaker, making peace between God and man, and man and man. Our peacemaking will include the promulgation of that gospel. It must also extend to seeking all kinds of reconciliation. Instead of delighting in division, bitterness, strife, or some petty "divide-and-conquer" mentality, disciples of Jesus delight to make peace wherever possible. Making peace is not appeasement: the true model is God's costly peacemaking (Eph 2:15-17; Col 1:20). Those who undertake this work are acknowledged as God's sons. In the OT, Israel has the title sons (Deut 14:1; Hos 1:10; cf. Pss Sol 17:30; Wisdom 2:13-18). Now it belongs to the heirs of the kingdom who, meek and poor in spirit, loving righteousness yet merciful, are especially equipped for peacemaking and so reflect something of their heavenly Father's character. "There is no more godlike work to be done in this world than peacemaking" (Broadus). This beatitude must have been shocking to Zealots when Jesus preached it, when political passions were inflamed (Morison).

37 Now Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son every day.38 So Absalom had fled and gone to Geshur, and was there three years.39 The heart of King David longed to go out to Absalom; for he was comforted concerning Amnon, since he was dead.
NAU 2 Samuel 14:1 Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king's heart was inclined toward Absalom. 2 So Joab sent to Tekoa and brought a wise woman from there and said to her, "Please pretend to be a mourner, and put on mourning garments now, and do not anoint yourself with oil, but be like a woman who has been mourning for the dead many days; 3 then go to the king and speak to him in this manner." So Joab put the words in her mouth.
 4 Now when the woman of Tekoa spoke to the king, she fell on her face to the ground and prostrated herself and said, "Help, O king." 5 The king said to her, "What is your trouble?" And she answered, "Truly I am a widow, for my husband is dead. 6 "Your maidservant had two sons, but the two of them struggled together in the field, and there was no one to separate them, so one struck the other and killed him. 7 "Now behold, the whole family has risen against your maidservant, and they say, 'Hand over the one who struck his brother, that we may put him to death for the life of his brother whom he killed, and destroy the heir also.' Thus they will extinguish my coal which is left, so as to leave my husband neither name nor remnant on the face of the earth."
 8 Then the king said to the woman, "Go to your house, and I will give orders concerning you." 9 The woman of Tekoa said to the king, "O my lord, the king, the iniquity is on me and my father's house, but the king and his throne are guiltless." 10 So the king said, "Whoever speaks to you, bring him to me, and he will not touch you anymore." 11 Then she said, "Please let the king remember the LORD your God, so that the avenger of blood will not continue to destroy, otherwise they will destroy my son." And he said, "As the LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground."
 12 Then the woman said, "Please let your maidservant speak a word to my lord the king." And he said, "Speak." 13 The woman said, "Why then have you planned such a thing against the people of God? For in speaking this word the king is as one who is guilty, in that the king does not bring back his banished one.
 14 "For we will surely die and are like water spilled on the ground which cannot be gathered up again. Yet God does not take away life, but plans ways so that the banished one will not be cast out from him.
7 The Paternity of Peace Matthew 5:9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.” — Matthew 5:9

            The celebrated historians Will and Ariel Durant, in their book The Lessons of History, begin the chapter on “History and War” with these words: “War is one of the constants of history, and has not diminished with civilization and democracy. In the last 3,421 years of recorded history only 268 have seen no war.”1 That is a chilling statement. And it would, no doubt, be even more so if the facts of unrecorded history could be known.

War is the constant reality of life. Today anyone old enough to understand what is being said on television knows that multiple wars are being fought at this very moment. The proposed solutions are many. Some are tongue-in-cheek, like the despairing scenario that the Durants put in the mouth of a fictitious general:

States will unite in basic cooperation only when they are in common attacked from without. Perhaps . . . we may make contact with ambitious species on other planets or stars; soon thereafter there will be interplanetary war. Then, and only then, will we of this earth be one.2
Seriously, some do argue the necessity that one of the superpowers gain ascendancy over the rest (through battle no doubt!) and then war will be outlawed — a Pax Romana revived. Others hold that the inhabitants of the world simply must come to the conclusion that war is unprofitable and refuse to fight. Do you remember the old bumper sticker, “What if they had a war and nobody came?” Another suggestion, akin to this but more elevated, is that nations must challenge the evil precedents of history and live by the Golden Rule, as legend says a Buddhist king once did.

This last idea touches on the solution, but it does not go far enough. The answer to war is not simply a matter of bootstrap ethics; it is profoundly theological. What is needed is a radical change in the human race if there is to be peace. No one can live the Golden Rule by mere human will. No one can master even one of the Beatitudes in his own strength. Peace is impossible for humans qua humans.

Thus the grand relevance of the seventh Beatitude: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.” This divine pronouncement, understood, taken to heart, and applied by the Holy Spirit, can not only bring inner peace to our troubled hearts but also make us instruments of peace — peacemakers. It has the potential to give us peace within and to make us mediators of peace in the lives of those around us and in society at large.

“Blessed Are the Peacemakers”

Fundamental to understanding what Christ is saying is the precise meaning of the exquisite word “peacemakers.” Taking the first half of the word, peace, we understand it to mean much the same as the Hebrew word shalom, which bears the idea of wholeness and overall well-being. When a Jew said, “Shalom,” he was wishing another more than the absence of trouble, but all that made for a complete, whole life. God’s peace is not narrowly defined. It is much more than the absence of strife; it encompasses all of the person — it is positive.

The second half of the word, makers, demands that we understand that the person is not passive but is a source of peace. As it is used here, it is a dynamic word bursting with energy. Both parts of the word “peacemakers,” taken together, describe one who actively pursues peace in its fullness. He pursues more than the absence of conflict; he pursues wholeness and well-being.

Bearing this in mind, we can then understand what a peacemaker is not. A peacemaker is not, as is commonly supposed, the kind of person who is easygoing and laissez-faire, who does not care what anyone else does as long as it does not directly affect him. Neither is the peacemaker always tolerant — “you do your thing and I’ll do mine.” Nor is the peacemaker an appeaser — the kind who wants “peace at any price.” Appeasement does not make for peace. It just puts off the conflict. The history of Europe during the 1930s is the classic example of this.

The true peacemaker, contrary to what most people think, is not afraid of making waves.

What a Peacemaker Is

What then is a peacemaker like? To begin with, he is characterized by honesty. If there is a problem, he admits it. The prophet Ezekiel warned against those who act as if all is well when it is not, who say “‘Peace,’ when there is no peace” (13:10). Such, according to Ezekiel, are merely plastering over cracked walls. The plaster obscures the cracks, but when the rain comes, the true state of the walls is revealed and the walls crumble (vv. 10, 11). Jeremiah, employing similar phrasing, put it memorably: “They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14). The peacemaker does not do this. He is painfully honest about the true status of relationships in the world, in the society in which he moves, and in his own personal dealings. He admits failed relationships. He admits that he is at odds with others if it is so. He honestly acknowledges tension if others have something against him. He does not pretend. He refuses to say, “Peace, peace!” when there is no peace.

How this speaks to real life! We tend to putty over the cracks. This is particularly a male tendency. Even in our most intimate relationships, men tend to act as if everything is OK when it is not. Men often avoid reality because they want peace. But their avoidance heals the wound only slightly and prepares the way for greater trouble.

Next, a peacemaker is willing to risk pain. Any time we attempt to bring peace personally or societally, we necessarily risk misunderstanding and failure. If we have been wrong, there is the pain of apologizing. On the other hand, we may have to shoulder the equally difficult pain of rebuking another. In any case, the peacemaker has to be willing to “risk it.” The temptation is to let things slide. It is so easy to rationalize that trying to bring true peace will “only make things worse.”

These two qualities of the peacemaker — honesty about the true status of peace and a willingness to risk pain in pursuing peace — beautifully anticipate the next quality, which is a paradox: the peacemaker is a fighter. He makes trouble to make peace. He wages peace.
God’s Word enjoins such peacemaking, telling us to “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3) and to “make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification” (Romans 14:19). “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone” (Romans 12:18). St. Francis of Assisi understood this call to the active pursuit of peace:

	Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace.

	Where there is hate, may I bring love;

	Where offense, may I bring pardon;

	May I bring union in place of discord.


That the peacemaker is a fighter in no way justifies a verbal “license to kill.” He should never be thoughtless or pugnacious. Rather his personality must be permeated with the shalom of God. He is gentle. James wrote, “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness” (3:17-18). The peacemaker is positive. He is tolerant in the best sense of the word. He realizes we are all of fallen stock and so does not demand perfection of others. He is humble. His ego is in hand. And he is loving.

How beautiful true peacemakers are. Filled with peace themselves, they are honest about the state of the relationships around them, whether personal or in the church or in the world. They are honest about what is in their own hearts and sensitive to where others are. They refuse to be satisfied with cheap peace, to say “peace, peace” when there is none. They are willing to risk pain and misunderstanding to make things right. Peacemakers will even fight for peace.

The Ultimate Peacemaker

Our Lord himself is, of course, the supreme peacemaker. He is the glorious “Prince of Peace” prophesied by Isaiah, the messianic fulfillment of the new covenant of peace (cf. Isaiah 9:6; 52:7-10; Ezekiel 37:24-28). At his birth the angels celebrated this fulfillment, singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14).
What we must see is that there was nothing cheap about his peacemaking. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross” (Colossians 1:19, 20, italics added). Jesus saw the gravity of our problem, and he refused to sweep it under the rug. Only a drastic solution would suffice, and so he “[made] peace” (the same root words as in Matthew 5:9 for “peacemakers”) “through His blood.” Christ is our supreme example of sacrificial aggression in bringing peace.

He also became the source of peace among all men.

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. (Ephesians 2:13-17, italics added)

By becoming “our peace,” he thus dispenses his shalom in our hearts. “Peace I leave with you,” said Jesus, “my peace I give you” (John 14:27). This, in turn, enables us to promote in each other everything that makes for well-being. The cost of this enabling power is beyond computation. It was attained for us “with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:19).

Jesus not only made possible peace with God and peace among men — he gave us the example of how a peacemaker goes about his work.

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:3-8)

In obtaining our peace, our Lord didn’t grasp his glory and dignity, but instead he humbled himself. The example stands for us who are called to peacemaking. This is expensive! It costs to make peace. Peacemakers are willing to lower themselves, to even lose their dignity in order to bring shalom to life. This is the way peacemakers always have been.

A Radical Call

We cannot overemphasize the radical nature of the call to be peacemakers. Peacemaking, as commended by Jesus, is not a natural human quality. It is above human nature. It is impossible. As such, it is a wonder that this Beatitude has been a favorite text of those who know little about Christianity. Secular pacifists love to quote Matthew 5:9 along with Isaiah 2:4 (“They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore”). They argue that the Beatitudes (especially the seventh) are “the real gospel”; if only men would practice them, the world would be renewed. Of course, they are correct, as far as they go. For if the Beautiful Attitudes really were practiced, war would be no more. However, peacemaking cannot take place without a radical change in the human heart and the enabling of the Holy Spirit.

The radicalness of Christ’s call to peacemaking demands a renovation of human personality. One must first have a profound experience of the shalom of God. No one can become a peacemaker until he has found peace himself. The tragedy is that people do not go to the heart of the matter. Without grace, we are natural enemies of God and of one another. Our hearts must be changed. We cannot give what we do not possess.
This inner change, coupled with dependence on the Spirit, is what makes a peacemaker. The Holy Spirit molds the character of peacemakers’ lives so that their ethos becomes increasingly gentle, humble, and loving. He elevates their integrity so that they can honestly evaluate the development of peace in their personal lives and society. He steels them not to say there is peace when there is no peace. The Spirit leads them to risk pain and misunderstanding in the pursuit of peace. He also leads them in developing the divinely aggressive spirit that wages peace.

Called Sons of God

Now let us consider the sublime benefit: “They will be called sons of God.” They have divine paternity, an inheritance from above. The meaning here is breathtaking. Again, as in the six previous Beatitudes, the pronoun is emphatic. The Greek word order is, “for they sons of God shall be called.” The idea is that they, and no others, shall be called God’s sons. Moreover, the passive voice indicates that it is God, not man, who assigns the title “sons.”

The sublimity of this promise comes from the fact that the title “sons of God” refers to character (cf. Luke 6:35). The peacemaker partakes of the character of God. He is like God in the way he lives. No wonder God says, “Blessed are the peacemakers.” The proper question to ask next is, what title does God assign to us?

Are We Peacemakers?

If we are not peacemakers but troublemakers, there is high probability that we are not true children of God, regardless of how prominently we wear our evangelicalism. Peacemakers are sometimes troublemakers for the sake of peace, but not troublemakers who spread rumors and gossip about others. If you are constantly fomenting discontent, if you find joy in the report of trouble and scandal, if you are omnicritical, always fault-finding, if you are unwilling to be involved in peacemaking, if you are mean — if these negative qualities characterize your life, you are probably not a true Christian (cf. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19-21 on the fate of those involved in slander, hatred, discord, dissension, and factions).

Again, this is not a matter of whether you fall into these things or are struggling to control them, but rather whether these elements are a part of your character. If this is what you are like, then you need to take a day off from your regular schedule and spend it with the Scriptures open before you, seeking the face of God. His Word promises you peace.

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:19, 20)

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. . . . For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! (Romans 5:1, 10)

Now for some advice regarding the “hows” of being a peacemaker. As we first saw, a peacemaker must experience the peace of God himself. The futility of Christians attempting to make peace when their inner lives are walking civil wars is evidenced by the logic that we can impart only that which we possess. If we are believers but have receded from the fullness of Christ’s shalom, we must come to him honestly and ask for a fresh implanting of his peace.

Then we must remember that this seventh Beatitude is the last Beatitude that describes the character of the Christian, and that all the other Beatitudes build up to it. Peacemakers are developed as they ascend the ladder (the spiritual logic) of the Beatitudes.
	Beatitude One:
	These have experienced poverty of spirit (the recognition that there is nothing within them to commend them to God). In fact, it remains their ongoing awareness and as such is the ground for ongoing spiritual blessing.

	Beatitude Two:
	These have come face to face with their own sin, and they mourn over it.

	Beatitude Three:
	Due to the authenticity of their poverty of spirit and mourning, these experience gentleness and humility in dealing with others.

	Beatitude Four:
	Because these have experienced poverty of spirit and mourning and meekness, they hunger and thirst for all righteousness.

	Beatitude Five:
	The reality of their own need has made these merciful to others.

	Beatitude Six:
	These have been cleansed by the blood of Christ, and their pure lives are focused on him, and thus they are blessed with an ongoing vision of God.

	Beatitude Seven:
	And now these, having been so infused by Christ’s peace and the character of the kingdom, are peacemakers.


Peacemakers are those through whom the entire Beatitudes course again and again — sometimes in order, sometimes out of order, sometimes singly, sometimes all together. They have the character of the King — they are peacemakers.

The Bliss of Bring Men Together #Matt 5:9  Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called sons of God.

We must begin our study of this beatitude by investigating certain matters of meaning in it.

(i) First, there is the word peace. In Greek the word is eirene, and in Hebrew it is shalom. In Hebrew peace is never only a negative state; it never means only the absence of trouble; in Hebrew peace always means everything which makes for a man's highest good.. In the east when one man says to another, Salaam-which is the same word-he does not mean that he wishes for the other man only the absence of evil things; he wishes for him the presence of all good things. In the Bible peace means not only freedom from all trouble; it means enjoyment of all good.

(ii) Second, it must carefully be noted what the beatitude is saying. The blessing is on the Peace-makers, not necessarily on the peace-lovers. It very often happens that if a man loves peace in the wrong way, he succeeds in making trouble and not peace. We may, for instance, allow a threatening and dangerous situation to develop, and our defense is that for peace's sake we do not want to take any action. There is many a person who thinks that he is loving peace, when in fact he is piling up

trouble for the future, because he refuses to face the situation and to take the action which the situation demands. The peace which the Bible calls blessed does not come from the evasion of issues; it comes from facing them, dealing with them, and conquering them. What this beatitude demands is not the passive acceptance of things because we are afraid of the trouble of doing anything about them, but the active facing of things, and the making of peace, even when the way to peace is through struggle.

(iii) The Authorized Version says that the peace-makers shall be called the children of God; the Greek more literally is that the peace-makers will be called the sons (huioi) of God. this is a typical Hebrew way of expression. Hebrew is not rich in adjectives, and often when Hebrew wishes to describe something, it uses, not an adjective, but the phrase son of...plus an abstract noun. Hence a man may be called a son of peace instead of a peaceful man. Barnabas is called a son of consolation instead of a consoling and comforting man. This beatitude says: Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall

be called the sons of God; what it means is: Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be doing a God-like work. The man who makes peace is engaged on the very work which the God of peace is doing (#Roma 15:33 ; #2Cor 13:11; #1The 5:23; #Hebr 13:20 ).

The meaning of this beatitude has been sought along three main lines.

(i) It has been suggested that, since shalom means everything which makes for a man's highest good, this beatitude means: Blessed are those who make this world a better place for all men to live in. Abraham Lincoln once said: "Die when I may, I would like it to be said of me, that I always pulled up a weed and planted a flower where I thought a flower would grow." This then would be the beatitude of those who have lifted the world a little further on.

(ii) Most of the early scholars of the Church took this beatitude in a purely spiritual sense, and held that it meant: Blesses is the man who makes peace in his own heart and in his own soul. In every one of us there is an inner conflict between good and evil; we are always tugged in two directions at once; every man is at least to some extent a walking civil war. Happy indeed is the man who has won through to inner peace, in which the inner warfare is over, and his whole heart is given to God.

(iii) But there is another meaning for this word peace. It is a meaning on which the Jewish Rabbis loved to dwell, and it is almost certainly the meaning which Jesus had in his mind. The Jewish Rabbis held that the highest task which a man can perform is to establish right relationships between man and man. That is what Jesus means.

There are people who are always storm-centers of trouble and bitterness and strife. Wherever they are they are either involved in quarrels themselves or the cause of quarrels between others. They are trouble-makers. There are people like that in almost every society and every Church, and such people are doing the devil's own work. On the other hand-thank God-there are people in whose presence bitterness cannot live, people who bridge the gulfs, and heal the breaches, and sweeten the bitternesses. Such people are doing a godlike work, for it is the great purpose of God to bring peace between men and himself, and between man and man. The man who divides men is doing the devil's work; the man who unites men is doing God's work. 

So, then, this beatitude might read: O the bliss of those who produce right relationships between man & man, for they are doing a godlike work!
Seeds of Peace
Want to see a miracle? Try this.

Take a seed the size of a freckle. Put it under several inches of dirt. Give it enough water, light, and fertilizer. And get ready. A mountain will be moved. It doesn’t matter that the ground is a zillion times the weight of the seed. The seed will push it back.

Every spring, dreamers around the world plant tiny hopes in overturned soil. And every spring, their hopes press against impossible odds and blossom.

Never underestimate the power of a seed.

As far as I know, James, the epistle writer, wasn’t a farmer. But he knew the power of a seed sown in fertile soil.

“Those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of goodness.”1
The principle for peace is the same as the principle for crops: Never underestimate the power of a seed.

The story of Heinz is a good example. Europe, 1934. Hitler’s plague of anti-Semitism was infecting a continent. Some would escape it. Some would die from it. But eleven-year-old Heinz would learn from it. He would learn the power of sowing seeds of peace.

Heinz was a Jew.

The Bavarian village of Furth, where Heinz lived, was being overrun by Hitler’s young thugs. Heinz’s father, a schoolteacher, lost his job. Recreational activities ceased. Tension mounted on the streets.

The Jewish families clutched the traditions that held them together—the observance of the Sabbath, of Rosh Hashanah, of Yom Kippur. Old ways took on new significance. As the clouds of persecution swelled and blackened, these ancient precepts were a precious cleft in a mighty rock.

And as the streets became a battleground, such security meant survival.

Hitler youth roamed the neighborhoods looking for trouble. Young Heinz learned to keep his eyes open. When he saw a band of troublemakers, he would step to the other side of the street. Sometimes he would escape a fight—sometimes not.

One day, in 1934, a pivotal confrontation occurred. Heinz found himself face-to-face with a Hitler bully. A beating appeared inevitable. This time, however, he walked away unhurt—not because of what he did, but because of what he said. He didn’t fight back; he spoke up. He convinced the troublemakers that a fight was not necessary. His words kept battle at bay.

And Heinz saw firsthand how the tongue can create peace.

He learned the skill of using words to avoid conflict. And for a young Jew in Hitler-ridden Europe, that skill had many opportunities to be honed.

Fortunately, Heinz’s family escaped from Bavaria and made their way to America. Later in life, he would downplay the impact those adolescent experiences had on his development.

But one has to wonder. For after Heinz grew up, his name became synonymous with peace negotiations. His legacy became that of a bridge builder. Somewhere he had learned the power of the properly placed word of peace. And one has to wonder if his training didn’t come on the streets of Bavaria.

You don’t know him as Heinz. You know him by his Anglicized name, Henry. Henry Kissinger.2
Never underestimate the power of a seed.

How good are you at sowing seeds of peace?

You may not be called on to ward off international conflict, but you will have opportunities to do something more vital: to bring inner peace to troubled hearts.

Jesus modeled this. We don’t see him settling many disputes or negotiating conflicts. But we do see him cultivating inward harmony through acts of love:

washing the feet of men he knew would betray him,

having lunch with a corrupt tax official,

honoring the sinful woman whom society had scorned.

He built bridges by healing hurts. He prevented conflict by touching the interior. He cultivated harmony by sowing seeds of peace in fertile hearts.

Do me a favor. Pause for a moment and think about the people who make up your world. Take a stroll through the gallery of faces that are significant to you. Mentally flip through the scrapbook of snapshots featuring those you deal with often.

Can you see their faces? Your spouse. Your best friend. Your golf buddies. Your friends at PTA. Your kids. Your aunt across the country. Your neighbor across the street. The receptionist at work. The new secretary in the next office.

Freeze-frame those mental images for a moment while I tell you how some of them are feeling.

I went to our family doctor not long ago. I went for my first check-up since the one required for high school football seventeen years ago.

Since I was way overdue, I ordered the works. One nurse put me on a table and stuck little cold suction cups to my chest. Another nurse wrapped a heavy band around my arm and squeezed a black bulb until my arm tingled. Then they pricked my finger (which always hurts) and told me to fill up a cup (which is always awkward). Then, with all the preliminaries done, they put me in a room and told me to take off my shirt and wait on the doctor.

There is something about being poked, pushed, measured, and drained that makes you feel like a head of lettuce in the produce department. I sat on a tiny stool and stared at the wall.

May I tell you something you know, but may have forgotten? Somebody in your world feels like I felt in that office. The daily push and shove of the world has a way of leaving us worked over and worn out. Someone in your gallery of people is sitting on a cold aluminum stool of insecurity, clutching the backside of a hospital gown for fear of exposing what little pride he or she has left. And that person desperately needs a word of peace.

Someone needs you to do for them what Dr. Jim did for me.

Jim is a small-town doctor in a big city. He still remembers names and keeps pictures of babies he delivered on his office bulletin board. And though you know he’s busy, he makes you feel you are his only patient.

After a bit of small talk and a few questions about my medical history, he put down my file and said, “Let me take off my doctor hat for a minute and talk to you as a friend.”

The chat lasted maybe five minutes. He asked me about my family. He asked me about my work load. He asked me about my stress. He told me he thought I was doing a good job at the church and that he loved to read my books.

Nothing profound, nothing probing. He went no deeper than I allowed. But I had the feeling he would have gone to the bottom of the pit with me had I needed him to.

After those few minutes, Dr. Jim went about his task of tapping my knee with his rubber hammer, staring down my throat, looking in my ear, and listening to my chest. When he was all done, as I was buttoning up my shirt, he took his doctor hat off again and reminded me not to carry the world on my shoulders. “And be sure to love your wife and hug those kids, because when it all boils down to it, you’re not much without them.”

“Thanks, Jim,” I said.

And he walked out as quickly as he’d come in—a seed sower in a physician’s smock.

Want to see a miracle? Plant a word of love heartdeep in a person’s life. Nurture it with a smile and a prayer, and watch what happens.

An employee gets a compliment. A wife receives a bouquet of flowers. A cake is baked and carried next door. A widow is hugged. A gas-station attendant is honored. A preacher is praised.

Sowing seeds of peace is like sowing beans. You don’t know why it works; you just know it does. Seeds are planted, and topsoils of hurt are shoved away.

Don’t forget the principle. Never underestimate the power of a seed.

God didn’t. When his kingdom was ravaged and his people had forgotten his name, he planted his seed.

When the soil of the human heart had grown crusty, he planted his seed. When religion had become a ritual and the temple a trading post, he planted his seed.

Want to see a miracle? Watch him as he places the seed of his own self in the fertile womb of a Jewish girl.

Up it grew, “like a tender green shoot, sprouting from a root in dry and sterile ground.”3 The seed spent a lifetime pushing back the stones that tried to keep it underground. The seed made a ministry out of shoving away the rocks that cluttered his father’s soil.

The stones of legalism that burdened backs.

The stones of oppression that broke bones.

The stones of prejudice that fenced out the needy.

But it was the final stone that proved to be the supreme test of the seed. The stone of death—rolled by humans and sealed by Satan in front of the tomb. For a moment it appeared the seed would be stuck in the earth. For a moment, it looked like this rock was too big to be budged.

But then, somewhere in the heart of the earth, the seed of God stirred, shoved, and sprouted. The ground trembled, and the rock of the tomb tumbled. And the flower of Easter blossomed.

Never underestimate the power of a seed.

… for they will be called sons of God.
chapter 15
The Greasy Pole of Power
The push for power has come to shove.

You know the power lingo. You know the power plays. You have a power wardrobe.

You think you have everything you need for power? Think twice and come to dinner. Now there are power table manners.

“Manners will take you where your money can’t,” states the “Queen of Courtesy,” Marjabelle Stewart. This crusader for couth has developed a seminar to help you eat your way to the top. For six thousand dollars you can sit in on a seminar and learn the manners that have clout.

Here are a few examples of what Stewart calls “power 
failures”:

•     Never tuck your napkin into your collar.

•     Never leave a lipstick mark on the rim of a glass.

•     Never mash or stir your food.

•     Never haggle over the bill.

•     Never, ever, hand your plate to the waiter.

•     Never read the menu like a Bible. You aren’t there to eat, but to do business.

•     Never stoop down to retrieve dropped silver.1
In fact, the primary rule of thumb in the quest for power is never to stoop down for anything.

Never stoop to appear weak. Never stoop to admit mistakes. Never stoop to help someone who could never help you. Never stoop to any level that might loosen your grip on your rung of the ladder.

Add “power etiquette” to “name dropping,” “card flashing,” and “title touting.” Put it on the long list of games we play to make a name for ourselves.

“Power moves” are simply “King of the Mountain” on an adult level.

Remember playing that game as a kid? The object of the game is to get high on the heap and stay there. You push, claw, and climb until you get to the top. And once you get there, you fight to hold your position. Don’t even think about sitting down. Forget enjoying the view. Slack up for even a minute, and you’ll be slapped down to the bottom of the hill. And then you’ll have to start all over again.

As grown-ups we still play “King of the Mountain,” but now the stakes are higher. Harrison Ford in the movie Working Girl put it this way:

One lost deal is all it takes to get canned these days. The line buttons on my phone all have an inch of little pieces of tape piled on—the names of new guys over the names of old guys—good men who aren’t at the other end of the line anymore all because of one lost deal. I don’t want to get buried under a little piece of tape.

The push for power has come to shove. And most of us are either pushing or being pushed.

I might point out the difference between a passion for excellence and a passion for power. The desire for excellence is a gift of God, much needed in society. It is characterized by respect for quality and a yearning to use God’s gifts in a way that pleases him. Recall the words of Antonio Stradivari, the seventeenth-century violin maker whose name in its Latin form, Stradivarius, has become synonymous with excellence:

When any master holds ’twixt chin and hand a violin of mine, he will be glad that Stradivari lived, made violins and made them of the best …. If my hand slacked I should rob God—since he is the fullest good …. But he could not make Antonio Stradivari’s violins without Antonio.2
He was right. God could not make Stradivarius violins without Antonio Stradivari. Certain gifts were given to that craftsman that no other violin maker possessed.

In the same vein, there are certain things you can do that no one else can. Perhaps it is parenting, or constructing houses, or encouraging the discouraged. There are things that only you can do, and you are alive to do them. In the great orchestra we call life, you have an instrument and a song, and you owe it to God to play them both sublimely.

But there is a canyon of difference between doing your best to glorify God and doing whatever it takes to glorify yourself. The quest for excellence is a mark of maturity. The quest for power is childish.

It might interest you to know that the first power play happened not on Wall Street nor on a battlefield, but in a garden. The first promise of prestige was whispered with a hiss, a wink, and a snakish grin by a fallen angel.

Standing in the shadow of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Satan knew what to offer Eve to convince her to eat the apple. It wasn’t pleasure. It wasn’t health. It wasn’t prosperity. It was … well, you read his words and look for his lure:

“God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”3
The words found a soft spot.

“You will be like God ….”

Eve stroked her chin as she replayed the promise.

“You will be like God ….”

The snake pulled back the curtain to the throne room and invited Eve to take a seat. Put on the crown. Pick up the scepter. Put on the cape. See how it feels to have power. See how it feels to have a name. See how it feels to be in control!

Eve swallowed the hook. The temptation to be like God eclipsed her view of God, and the crunch of an apple echoed in the kingdom. You know the rest of the story.

Now, perhaps your flirtations with power haven’t been so blatant. No doubt, you were amused at the thought of spending six grand on a table manners seminar. No doubt you’ve shaken your head in amazement at the buy-outs staged by the barons of Wall Street. No doubt you’ve been chagrined by the murders ordered by drug lords and kingpins. That type of power play has no attraction for you. If the snake were to woo you with promises of status, you’d send him back to the pit, right?

Or would you? “King of the Mountain” comes in many forms.

It’s the boss who won’t compliment her employees. After all, workers need to be kept in their place.

It’s the husband who refuses to be kind to his wife. He knows if he does he will lose his most powerful weapon—her fear of his rejection.

It’s the employee who places personal ambition over personal integrity.

It’s the wife who withholds sex both to punish and persuade.

It might be the taking of someone’s life, or it might be the taking of someone’s turn. It might be manipulation with a pistol, or it might be manipulation with a pout. It might be the takeover of a nation by a politician, or the takeover of a church by a preacher.

But they are all spelled the same: P-O-W-E-R.

All have the same goal: “I will get what I want at your expense.”

All have the same game plan: push, shove, take, and lie.

All have listened to the same snake, the same lying Lucifer who whispers into the ears of anyone who will listen, “You will be like God.”

And all have the same end: futility. Please note carefully what I am about to say. Absolute power is unreachable. The pole to the top is greasy, and the ladder rungs are made of cardboard. When you stand at the top—if there is a top—the only way to go is down. And the descent is often painful.

Ask Muhammed Ali.

You know Ali, the unprecedented three-time world heavyweight boxing champion. His face has appeared on the cover of Sports Illustrated more times than any other athlete. When he was “floating like a butterfly and stinging like a bee,” he was king of his profession. An entourage of reporters, trainers, and support staff tailed this comet as he raced around the world.

But that was yesterday. Where is Muhammed Ali today? Sportswriter Gary Smith went to find out.

Ali escorted Smith to a barn next to his farmhouse. On the floor, leaning against the walls, were mementos of Ali in his prime. Photos and portraits of the champ punching and dancing. Sculpted body. Fist punching the air. Championship belt held high in triumph. “The thrilla in Manila.”

But on the pictures were white streaks—bird droppings. Ali looked into the rafters at the pigeons who had made his gym their home. And then he did something significant. Perhaps it was a gesture of closure. Maybe it was a statement of despair. Whatever the reason, he walked over to the row of pictures and turned them, one by one, toward the wall. He then walked to the door, stared at the countryside, and mumbled something so low that Smith had to ask him to repeat it. Ali did.

“I had the world,” he said, “and it wasn’t nothin’. Look now.”4
The pole of power is greasy.

The Roman emperor Charlemagne knew that. An interesting story surrounds the burial of this famous king. Legend has it that he asked to be entombed sitting upright in his throne. He asked that his crown be placed on his head and his scepter in his hand. He requested that the royal cape be draped around his shoulders and an open book be placed in his lap.

That was a.d. 814. Nearly two hundred years later, Emperor Othello determined to see if the burial request had been carried out. He allegedly sent a team of men to open the tomb and make a report. They found the body just as Charlemagne had requested. Only now, nearly two centuries later, the scene was gruesome. The crown was tilted, the mantle moth-eaten, the body disfigured. But open on the skeletal thighs was the book Charlemagne had requested—the Bible. One bony finger pointed to Matthew 16:26: “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?”5
You can answer that one.

As these thoughts on power were beginning to take shape, I found myself at a banquet.

Now, on my list of favorite things to do on a free evening, attending a banquet is pretty close to the bottom. The thought conjures up images of cold food, hot rooms, poor sound systems, long-winded speakers, and gravy spots on my tie. Forgive my social maladjustment, but I’ll take a good movie or baseball game anytime.

This particular banquet was doing little to change my opinion. It was an awards ceremony that had been overbooked and had begun late. The master of ceremonies was having a hard time keeping everyone’s attention. He competed against a squad of waiters that darted in and dashed out every thirteen seconds. The awards were presented with meticulous detail. They were received with explicit—and verbose—gratitude. I began looking at my watch and munching on ice cubes.

That’s when the king was introduced.

“A king?” I looked around, thinking I would see a cape and a crown. I didn’t. I did see a nicely dressed young man escorted to the platform.

“So that is what a king looks like,” I thought. Others must have been just as intrigued. The place was silent.

King Goodwill was his name. He is a seventh-generation king of the Zulu tribe in Africa. Impressive title. But more significant was the fact that King Goodwill himself had a King. Goodwill was a believer. He had embraced Christ as his Lord and was encouraging his nation to do the same.

Though King Goodwill’s entire speech was noteworthy, it was his first phrase that I copied in my date book: “I am a king, but I greet you as my brothers.”

A king who considers me his brother. A ruler who welcomes me into his family. Royalty freely granted.

His words reminded me of another King who did the same.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.”

“Be a power broker,” the snake lied, “and you will be like God.”

“Be a peacemaker,” the King promised, “and you will be a son of God.”

Which would you prefer? To be king of the mountain for a day? Or to be a child of God for eternity?

There is a side benefit to sonship. If you are a child of God, then what does the world have to offer? Can you have any greater title than the one you have?

Answer this: A thousand years from now, will it matter what title the world gave you? No, but it will make a literal hell of a difference whose child you are.

One final note about that banquet. After it was over, I stuck around, hoping to meet the king. At first I couldn’t find him. Then I came across him and his wife and assistants in a side hall. Guess what they were doing? Laughing! Somebody must have told a whopper of a joke, because this group could barely stand up.

A king in stitches. What a delight.

A belly laugh is not what I would call a power play. It could better be described as a good time. I guess when you’re a king, you don’t have to worry about being proper for the sake of status; you already have all you need.

That goes for children of the King, too.

Next time I eat, I think I’ll tuck my napkin in my collar.


 

1. Peace Includes the Absence of Confusion and War 

· “God is not a God of confusion but of peace…”  I Cor. 14:33

· “A red horse went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword was given to him.” Revelation 6:4  
2. Peace Requires Victory Over Evil.
· “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” Romans 16:20
3. The Desire for Christ Must Supersede our Desire for peace 
· "Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's enemies will be the members of his household. "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  Matthew 10:32-34
4. Peace is ultimately found in and through Jesus: 
a. His Person

i. “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace.” Isa. 9:6-7  

ii. John 14:27; 16:33 "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful… "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."

b. His Presence

i. “My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall follow my ordinances and be careful to observe my statutes. They shall live in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, in which your ancestors lived; they and their children and their children's children shall live there forever; and my servant David shall be their prince forever.  I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will bless them and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary among them forevermore. Ezek. 37:24-26
ii. “So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with you."  And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you."  …After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." John 20:19-26:
c. His Cross
i.  “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom. 5:1

ii. “For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near…” Ephesians 2:14-17

iii. “It was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross…” Col. 1:19-20
5. Peace is a fruit of the Spirit’s working in our lives.
i. “The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  Romans 14:17

ii. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23  

iii. “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.” James 3:17
6. Peace is a fruit of Trust in and Obedience to Christ
i. “When Jesus approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. "For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, & surround you and hem you in on every side, and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation." Luke 19:41-44

ii. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.  Phil. 4:6-9
iii. “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.” Colossians 3:15
7. Blessed are the Peacemakers

i. Jeremiah 6:13-14 "For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for gain, And from the prophet even to the priest everyone deals falsely. “They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, 'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace.

ii. Numbers 6:22-26 “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, 'Thus you shall bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace.’
iii. Isaiah 52:7   How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces peace And brings good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"

iv. Rom. 12:18 “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.”

v. Romans 14:19 “…We pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.”

vi. Eph. 6:15 “As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.”
vii. Hebrews 12:14 “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.”
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When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; 


& after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 


He opened His mouth & began to teach them, saying,





Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.





Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.





Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.





Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness, 


for they shall be satisfied.





Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.





Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.





Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.





Blessed are those who have been persecuted 


for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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